Formula for Unsilencing Plasticity: Spike with GABA.
A complication for developmental plasticity mechanisms like spike-timing-dependent plasticity (STDP) is that immature postsynaptic neurons may lack sufficient input to fire action potentials. In this issue, van Rheede et al. (2015) report an activity-dependent mechanism that converts non-spiking cells into spiking neurons, priming them for further plasticity.